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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Be assured that this freedom is not without cost. Jesus gave His life to free us from the bondage of sin. It should behoove us therefore to celebrate that freedom with a life of faithful service? "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein"? … "knowing this, that our old man was crucified with (him), that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin;  for he that hath died is justified from sin". 


(Rom 6:1-2; 6-7) 


      It may be that we will someday loose some if not all of our civil freedom. Many early Christians, even the Apostles, suffered at the hand of a bad government but that did not prevent them from serving God. Nothing could take the freedom of Christ from them. Consider Paul's words, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8:35-39)


     As we worship Him today, may we be thankful for the freedom to do so and live worthy of the cost of the freedom He gave.


	


		Joe Phillips





  In Psalm 50, God appeals to His people for a genuine relationship, for sincerity on their part, for them to make it real” when it comes to God.  We can hear the sense of frustration and desperation when God says: “Hear, O my people and I will speak, O Israel, I will testify against you.  I am God, your God.  Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerings are continually before me.  I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from your folds, for every wild animal of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.  I know all the birds of the air, and all that moves in the field is mine.  If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and all that is in it is mine.  Do I at the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High.  Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me”.  (Psalm 50:7-15)


     The picture is clear enough.  God’s people envisioned God like the pagans thought of their gods.  They thought that God would simply be pleased with sacrifices and drink offerings, as if God needed them for food and drink.  Their idea of “serving God” was that God needed them to care for Him.  They thought that they were doing God a favor by giving Him these things, and that God would return the favor by blessing them with material things.


     The fact is that this was completely incorrect.  In fact, it was exactly backwards. As God explained to them, it was God who took care of them, not them who took care of God.  If any one needed help, it was Israel, not God.  And if anyone was going to do something for someone, it would be God who acted for Israel, not Israel for God.


     But it was even worse.  What God demanded of His people was not that 


they “feed” Him with their sacrifices





Jews of Jesus’ day.  The Pharisees thought that God (and the Messiah) was just like a Pharisee.  Today, homosexuals think that God approves of their lifestyle (because they approve of it).  People who are obsessed with the matter of race believe that God’s first priority is rate relations.  People who have a complaint against others believe that God has a complaint against those same people.  People who criticize others believe that God criticizes those same people as well.


     It is a sad little game that we play with ourselves.  We make a god in our own minds according to the image of “myself.”  The result is a god who thinks and acts just like me.  He likes what I like, he approves of what I do, and my goals are his goals.  But such a god does not really exist.  He exists only in our imaginations.


     The One True God is not like us.  “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man that he should be fickle” (Numbers 23:19).  He cannot be cajoled into deviating from His holy will (1 Samuel 15:29).  He does not deal in deception, nor does He do things insincerely.  His ways are always righteous and just.  Everything He thinks and does comes from absolute holiness and purity. We do not fool Him with pretended sincerity. He sees into our hearts (Hebrews 4:13),  He knows the thoughts and intentions of our minds, and He judges us there. Be careful.  Don’t make a false god (in your own image), worship it, and then conclude that you are right with God.  It doesn’t work that way.


The last words of the psalm are these:  He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me; and to him who orders his way aright I shall show the salvation of God.”


				





‘You Thought That I Was Just Like You’


By David McClister








 No, what God wanted was His people’s integrity.  He wanted them to be people of truth, justice, compassion, love, and righteousness.  He wanted them to be holy people, and it angered God that Israel thought that they could live however they wanted—including indulging in all kinds of evil—as long as they offered their sacrifices to God; as if God was pleased simply with the external offerings.  Maybe the pagan gods were that way, but the One True God is not. God therefore continues:


To the wicked God says:  “What right have you to recite my statutes, or take my covenant on your lips?  For you hate discipline, and you cast my words behind you.  You make friends with a thief when you see one, and you keep company with adulterers.  You give your mouth free rein for evil, and your tongue frames deceit.  You sit and speak against your kin; you slander your own mother’s child.  These things you have done and I have been silent; you thought that I was just 	like you.  But now I rebuke you, and lay the charge before you.  Mark this, then, you who forget God, or I will tear you apart, and there will be no one to deliver.”  (Psalm 50:16-22)


     The crux of the problem is revealed in verse 21:  “you thought that I was just like you.”


It seems to me that this problem is as acute today as it was 3000 years ago when this psalm was written.  People still tend to think God is just like them.  We tend to make God in our own image rather than work on making ourselves into God’s image (Ephesians 4:24) We think well of ourselves, we think that we are basically good people, and therefore if we like or as well.  How could He not?


approve of something, then God (who is also good) must like and approve 


of it as well.  How could He not? 


     This was the problem not only with the Jews of David’s day, but also with the 








 Independence 





If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  (John 8:36)





Yesterday, July 4th, we celebrated as we do each year, Independence Day. The very foundation of our country is based upon this day when we declared freedom from the tyranny of a foreign government.  Needless to say, such a move came at a great price and lives were lost to seal our independence. In our love and appreciation for this freedom we express our patriotism with parades, fireworks and music in recognition of its cost. Over the years we have come to realize the truism "freedom is not free".


     While there is a lot of criticism of our country by some of its citizens, it is freedom that permits it and what would anyone exchange for it?  There are some who exploit it and some who abuse it but we should cherish what freedom brings especially the right to worship God as He wishes without intervention from anyone. I am proud to be part of celebrating such freedom and I pray that it will always be so. 


     On the other hand there is a freedom afforded us that is far more important than any civil freedom we may have and many will give it little thought. It is freedom from sin. In Galatians 5: 1 Paul speaks of the freedom for which Christ set us free, that is, freedom from the law of sin and death. The law brought about bondage (Rom. 7: 7) but he goes on to say “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death". (Rom. 8: 1-2)
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood;  Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Chris 


Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother.  Mary 


Scott; Rachel Norman; June Guyton; James 


Adams; Donna Simmons’ mother.  Steve Huff’s 


mother; Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert; Larry 


Coots; Courtney Quinn; mother battling cancer


Rhonda Ditter; Denise Bowman’s mother


battling cancer Donnie Harper; The Horat


family at Kathy’s passing;  Sam Adams 


recouping from his surgery. Also remember 


Debbie Adams’ mother.


The Pink Family, Roger’s mother pass away.


Congratulations to Zach and Morgan Adams on


 their marriage. 


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Matt Jones


 Song Leader----Adam Kreis


Lord's Supper—Ryan Pink 


   Asst. 1-----Donny Gilbert 


   Asst. 2-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----W. McClendon 


   Asst. 4-----Shaun Slatton


   Asst. 5-----Bill Scott


2nd Prayer---Michael Burke


Read Scripture--- Jack Green


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Brea Bowman


Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Song Leader---Jeff Lentz


2ed Prayer-----Dion Clark


Read Scripture---Scotty Porter


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Ryan Pink


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Dion Clark


 Invitation---Patrick Miles 


 Closing Prayer---W. McClendon	


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














